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Now, therefore, by authority vested in him by Said act, and b: 
in act for the suppression of lottery traffic through international and interstate commerce and the 
he jurisdiction and laws of the United States,“ approved March 2, 1895, 


postal Service, subi ct to the juris 
ide Postmaster General hereby forbids you to pay any Postal Money Order drawn to the order 
of said 
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‘ou are hereby directed to inform the remitter of any such postal money order that payment 
been forbidden, and that the amount thereof will be returned upon the 8 


al order ot a duplicate thereof applied for and obtained under the regulations 
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ALBERT H. POSTEL and the AMERICAN TEMPLE ASTROLOGY, 
126 West 34th Street, New York, New York. = 
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U the bheg 


ve-naməd parties were sited to 


show ause wh: a fraud order should not be 


i soused ngwminat them, 


and January 27, 1909, was named as day for the hearing. The 


business done under these names is controlled by the Modern 


y once Publishing Company, „ corporation of which Mr. and Mrs. 


À. S. Prather are tha chief stockholders. On January 23 


Mr. and Mrs. Prather appeared before this office and asked that 


the hearing be postponed to February 23, and upon their agreement 


that the postmaster at New York should not pay any | 
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* mé js fé — | 2 


of ‘ladelphta, 


auee, Esq., o aw York, and Mr. Waters, 


appeared. A written answer was submitted, and an oral defense 


+ on behalf of the respondents. 


business in question was investigated by Inspector Boyle, 
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Eo New York Division, and his report, dated November 23, 1908, 
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ar 


a fraud order is recommended, is in evidence in the case. 
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es a | The business in question contemplates the opening up of cor- E 
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| respondencs with the public by means of advertisements in news- 


papers; and the following advertisement was submitted by the 


respeqcente at the — À as the one now generally used: 
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(2) 
Famous Astrologer Offers Free Reading. 
Do you want to know about your Business, Health, Speculation 
Marriage, Love Affairs, or How to Improve Your Condition 
Financially or Socially’ 
Every reader of this paper who write T 
FREE READING iraa America’s Reliable 4 da AI pe en, | 
Cut of star containing bust of Post 

> Top aie years I have been advertising in 2 27 foreign 
as ap p s and magazines; perhaps your next-door neighbor knows 
- as consulted me for advice. I have built up a reputation 
or giving honest, accurate and conscientious servi to * 
patrons, They will tell you I am America's | | 85 str — 


T do not ask you to take nt 
T do ask for an opportunity to demonstrate, y abil 
three of my patrons say a Tia: * horoscopes. N 


have „tanke, of letters alm lar to the ones printed here 


Many write that they an 
à: c not find worda to CA] i 
the benefita derived from my advice. Many have foiletoi SEENEN — 
) à ad my ad- 
vigo and gained wealth, happiness, love and popularity. Y believe 


t can be of help to you. It costs you nothing to test my ability. 

T will send you a reading in which T will tell you facts about 

your life that will cause you to marvel at the womers 
of Astrology. My system has stood the test of time. People who 
consulted me years ago acknowledge that no other Astrologer is 

as accurate. If you wish a free reading, simply send me your 

name (whether Mr., Mrs. or Mies) the date of your birth (state 

hour if possible), and I will send you the reading at once, and 
will also send you a copy of my interesting booklet "Your Destiny 
Foretold." If you wish you can inclose 10 cents (silver or stamps) 


to pay postage, etc. 
Address: ALBERT H. POSTEL, 
Room 1454, No. 126 West 34th Street, 
New York, N. \ a 


yourself and 
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horoscope pur- 


t evervthing predicted in the 


' sane effect -- tha 
ted. 


came to pass exactly as predic 


chased from Mr. Postal 


tisement is calculated to 


Tt will be noted that this adver 
ous astrologer 


) that Postel is a fam 


to believe (1 
onscienttious service; 


lead the reader 
$ accurata and c 


or honest, 
ce are enabled to attain 


with a reputation f 
0 success, 
2) that those who follow his advi 

ith and happiness; and (3) that the reading which will be fur- 


nea e remitter of 10 cents will be compiled by means of 


ee 


(3) 
astrology; in other words, thet Postel will cast the horoscope 
j of the remitter, read therefrom the character of the influences 
wnich affect his life, and from the data so obtained draw up and 
send to him a reading comprising facts concerning his life and 
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A advice for his guidance. oe Sa 
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thet only a 
Induced tc ens | 
need tc newer the edverti sement 
tieement. Tn fact, the edvertieoment 
so worded as *: the impression that 2 reading 111 te 


given the remitte: cents which will enable him to obtain 21 


the benefits enumereted in the advertisement enc which will be 
similar to the readings which the printed testimonials praise so 


highly. What is actually sent is a se-called “trial reading” 


of three printed form pages, the nature and method ci preparaticn 
of which will be discussed below. It contains the intimation that 
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With this trial readirg 
T euler netter, including the bocklet referred to 


titled “Tour Destiry 


„ purchase cf tke full 
| Temple of Astrology- Sen? extracts 
Tha ded the Wise Ner 


1 the Eastern Star gu! 
eof "the —— 1 so does some star aa Fe 


ena & communication soliciti- 
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reading printed on the let 
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The deeper and more philosophic the research. the re 
7 and more ardent their belief and faith becomes until at N 
the aid of a practical astrologer they come into possession of a knowl 
edge of the future which enables them to avoid calamities and mak th ; 
most of opportunities that are placed before them. + s 


| 


"There is a tidə in the affairs of me 

t n, which, taken at the 
ET 3 on to fortune. Day by day these opportunities are passed 

by giected because of a lack of knowledge of their exist 
“PaaS By Supplies that knowledge. 1 
ave you, my dear reader, been neglecti | 
tunities which may never come : ? Would ee eaten 1 

— a separation from a 1 5 * 8 | s 0 
warning would save many years of anguish? Are You Génnlacentic . 22 
Ing for others when you are fitted to control; living — — 


health, happiness and 
* prosperity await > 
you and I stand ready and anxious to Ze or 1 know that T can help 


My heart goes out to those unfortunates who are struggling with 
existence against heavy odds when but a word would place them in the 
surroundings for which they are best fitted. A close study of the plan- 
ets would unerringly reveal that calling for which they are by nature's 
forces adapted. 

To have within easy accsss the knowledge which would reveal the 
future and what it will bring ferth, and to deliberately go on with 
seemingly blinded eyes, is a crime, -- and the penalty is years of 


remorse and regret. 
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Have you a map of your city, your county or your state? Do you 
not think that a map of vour life would be of far more benefit to you? 
Your horoscopes is a map of your life. It plainly indicates what you 
should avoid,opportunities you should take advantage of,persons you 
should beware of, etc. It will guide you away away from th tomless . 
it of gloom and despair to the glorious mountain top of h 


al 


i 3 
2 m — 
a 8 2 à a 1 
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accurate calculations are 


In the more complete Life Horoscope, 
made and complete information given: 


t val- 
in dollars and cents the grea 
OR Ris fs FRET protects your health, telling 


of 

ee n should guard against; promotes bape) ESS 
ert cortain o a ets to you opportunities for sine „ 
O re u of impending danger or disaster; 1 es 
Mec, venture imko you in determining who your fr = 3 ; 
ere . ou to solve life's most perplexing probten 3 
mies are and helps y ess in life and enjoy comfort in you : 

chieve succ life tell in plain un 

future has in store for you: 


val 


chart and horoscope of your 
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ins the booklet, the price of the life reading is setat È 
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h a two-year subscription to "Modern 
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8 n tho letter it is offered wit 
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* 
iracles", the publication of the Modern Science Publishing Company 
* 


hi 
which now costs, according to the statement of the respondents at 


th 
e hearing, $1. It appears also that the full reading is offered 


in anoth 
er circular with a one-year subscription to "Modern Miracles" 


vost ins 50 cents. There are also other circulars a des! 


showing that the full rein 22 dian 
There is n | dos 1 g 


Ce e ld 
j ae ee 7 d 


reader that thara Ton difference 


fact, however, as the respondents admitted at the hearing, the 50 
* 9 = 


cent reading contains less reading matter than the $1 reading and 


the $1 reading less than the $5 reading. 


The theme of all these circulars is the wonders of astrology. 


The reader is led to believe that by procuring the reading offered 


by Postel he will be enabled to attain success and happiness. 


8 o understand that his horoscope 111 b 11 
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will bring him everything in life worth while. 


From the evidence in the case it appears that the trial 


hree pages each, and that these pages are print- 


* comprise t 
d kept in stock by Postel. 


prepared in large quantities an 
of twelve forms for sach the first, 


as explained by the respondents, is 


tive . second and 


pases: The first page, 


the sign of the zodiac in which 
the sign of the zodiac on 


the sun was situated at 


ne: the second page upon t 
at the tine ci birin; and the third 


— nr 


n or in the ascendant 
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page purporte to give facts deduced from the position during the 


year for which prepared to be used of the various planets with EINE 


respect to the sign under which the subject was berms Fo * 
; * 
Lager 2 a 


MB: 
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sign of the zodiac, there are, the rosy por dan 
form dependent upon the st | ‘ 


being gin 


and f, IPE L) | 
yho fall to state whetnser marr 


female. 


0O * - c h 


t 
of the three parts of the reading. There is here no distinction 


in the reading sent to married or single persons, men or women 
That part of the reading based upon the position of the sun at the 


time of birth has but twelve forms; and the same ia true of the 


pages devoted to the sign on the horizon and those devoted to the 


so-called “special indications" for the year. It appears also 2 
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W there are 12 forms based upon the place 1i 
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In the $5 reading, and 


are mado up of combinations of these forms. 


ia dictated by Postel in answer to the 


that alone, 4 page or two 
questions asked by the purchaser. This dictated matter is vague 


ives little, if any, more information than do tne 


and general and g 


forms themselves: 
tel does 


ut above, it appears that Pos 


From the facts set 0 
to lead the reader 


matter is calculated 


mot, as the advortising 
dividual and deduce there- 


> believe, cast the horoscope of the in 


| vS facts applicable to him alone. When the application 


for the reading le received, Postel marks on a card the position 


of the sun at the time of birth and indicates the pi an hah was 


jon the horizon at that time. The card is ” Fra 1 à pra 


„„ 
10 eelecta the forme 8 indioa Là 4 ae X 5 TETE me 
on 3 n 


pendu them. Every sinet ma € 


Pocelves the sume “solar reading", Every single man born in 


Taurus receives the samo “solar reading”. And in the so-called 


"life reading" evory person born when the sun was in Arles, be 


that person male or female, single or married, white or colored, 


Furopoan, American or Asiatic, recelves the same pages relating 


to the "solar Indications", 80 it is with those pages which 


cover the Influences of the sign on the horizon at the time of 


birth, and with the "special indications" for the year. They 


: 2 Í zi, p" AO nii ” Fe" or 
eee, SAR 
be 4 
a. oe, ee 


vary according to the sign which contained the sun at 


j ý 
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OZ 3 À 


oii a, 


male or female, single or married, white or colored, 


person, 


erican or Asiatic, receives the same pages covering 


Wuropean, Am 


the horizon at the time of birth. 


the influence of the sign 
Postel alleges that he take 


hie place of birth, ete., in tho 


e into consideration 


* In the $5 reading, 
L the status of the subject, 
wae There is no change made in the 


pa comprise about four-fifths of the reading or more. | 


That thie seloction of forme which have been already pre- 


dic- 


u forms, however, 
d ma or: 
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pared is not astrology is apparent. In this connection, I quote 


from an affidavit filed by one Richerd A. Reale of New York 
* * 
New York, in the case of Harriss v. Edson, when that porty 


applied for an rien to prevent the enfers 
presi cru ˙ it uae SRE 


Risadir . Feale as a conpatent 


néaning star, ar "Ology togic f hence an one sir > the word 
astrologer Suggests, 5 the rules of the science, that he prac- 

tices a science based upon the position not only of the sun and moon, 
the two luminary bodies of the solar system, but also of the po- 
sitions cf the other planets, Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, Venus and 
Mercury and also the principle fixed stars. In order to be & prac- 
titioner of this science of astrology it is necessary to have 
digested the rules and regulations as set forth in Ptolomey's 

great book entitled ‘The Tetrabibilos on Quadriparte', four 


books written on the subject ef astrology in the year 150 A.D., 
which books have always been the text book upon which astrologsrs 
base their science. There have been many translations of this 
great work. x x x An astrologer, therefore, whe calls himself 
NA fessor’, te + apei À Po Be 1saning of ye ce 


o 2 
> i - he mar ere 0: 
| end tester? c strone * - 
te uracers.arc suff ey end ey “pie * at? the planets of the so.ear 
the heavens showing à où ater r the constellations 8° 
f the princip=® creer r in the future. 
teular time, sneinsr oe c= The astrologer 
oe tars are called horoscopes. + 3 
näs oe: ne 8 des nå destiny 0 a p rei, cuia: 
= must 1178: ox — . 1 


ar f the 
Eituse and longitude = “the a day of month and year 


exact moment, ee 
ane eee — — he makes what is Known as a horos 


1 the positions ef the planets 

af the heavens: “their angle of incidents —— = 

EL at he given time. The horoscope aise shows a 

Le = — and fixed stars which are tisie 0 

a of Me birth place. To make a horoscope © RE 
ledge cf astronony anrd mathematics, i= erde: 
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e 


| objects and make calculations of their positions and angles. This 
7 may be dons by an astronomer having made the horoscope. | 
— astrologer then makes the interpretation of the astrological 
= horoscope reading, or in other words reads the story which is 
told according to the science of judicious astrology, by the 
significance of the positions of the planets and fixed stars at 
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time of birth. x X i | — . 

can have a system of astrology of h s own & nd 

gives horoscop rea gs must have the knowl. 

and apply it as above se 

means a star map. Tt 1e the astronomio. u tion u whic. nes 
an astrologer bases a personal reading of any one’s life or affairs. 
This alone is acknowledged by all to be the only true and scien- 
tific way of giving all details from astrology. Owing to the 

great demand for astrological knowledge of recent years many per- 
sons have devised ways and means of giving certain fragments of 

the generalities in the science in printed form. This has 
led to many misrepresentations." 


In his answer Mr. Postal quotes from “The Horoscope in 
Detail", by Alan Leo and H. S. Green, (page 63), as follows: 


"The number of possible combinations of houses, planets, 
signs and aspects is infinite; no two horoscope 
Same; and no book ever has contained or can contain the interpre- 
tation of every variety of combination: " | | 
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In respect of the combination of these pages, it should 


. be noted that there is, as a matter of fact, no compounding of 


» readings. In other words, the fact 
1 rth works absolutely no change 


that a certain sign is 


| EN 


i i been at the time of bi 


e 
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5 wa’ 3 solar reading, which is always the same 
; the sign in which the sun appears, and 


for the same sign: 


on the horizon, 
en into consideration 


am her, but all are considered separately, 4s though they had 
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no effect on each other, whereas astrology rues 22 
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Indication must be taken into considerat en 


one, that they are all sen 


2 
di 


be made wit 


and co-re tation. 


le something Inventad by himself and te not tn accordance with the 


ulg of astrology. 


A somowhat remarkable method its followed by Mr. Prather 


in the event that he is not given the hour of birth of the appli- 


cant for the reading. He arbitrarily choses noon of the day 


on which the birth occurred, ond sends the subject a "rising sign” 


page for the sign which was on the horizon at that time. It is 


therefore, that persons who fail to give their hour of 


apparent, 


N birth may get a reading based upon the assumption t at Virgo 


re is L VA 


furnish an “accurate reading” 


exhibited a largo sardbtourd 


At tne hearing Mr. Prather 


o 
t on which numerous pin-tacks were placed to indicate th 


s. planets etc., tho hand of à clock to indicate the moon, 
144 j 


and Greek letters, figures etc., to indicate constellations, etc. 
* LI 

| a, he averred, was a true horoscope, in which everything 

i ndividual 


ve an effect on the life of the 1 


4 feh could possibly ha 
a ot furnished to those 


taken into consideration. This was n 


nts or circulars, they could 


sponded to hie advertiseme 


(12) 


ħardiy expect it for the “paltry sum ef $5". Por this real hore 


This shows that 
Postel knows in what a real reading should cons! st 


scope and reading, he charges the sum of $25. 
ur. 


„ ond 
Le sends out hie forms tmoving full well that they are mot 
what the addressee Sught to recelve. * 
The né ee a 


sat 


Agaa p~ 'nted Te lattattes typeert ieg 


nS 


* L è Fes a "ag 2 s 


a 2 „ +. 1 


— - bd _ 
eS ne eigne- URL LE a reece .nge are, In the main, an advertise 


ment of the life reading. Tt is a fair estimate te say that fully 


one-half ef the trial reading is devoted to an advertisement of the 


Aile reading and praise of astrology. The remainder ls devoted te 


general characteristice and indefinite prephecies ef events which 


een 


will take place in the coming year. It is intimated that the 
ees of the references in the Le ei 


lag? 
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patere, and give ne information which can pessibiy de of any 


| te the subject. One 
ee attain wealth and happiness, te kaou just vit 


any 
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D 0 cill hare in store for kim, te keow bis destiny, te 


looks in valia for the lefermation which 


the course of bic life so as te aveld trouble, worry anc 
jey comfort ie 


ar" als financial and social success or +z 
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his old age. 


7 fulfilled,and, 


The promises made in the circular matter are not 


in fact, Postel does not intend to fulfill them. 


ssl In this connection, it ts interesting to note that Postel, at 
„ 


j the hearing, intimated that he was once possessed of 


el voalth, but : st | | | 
= van 7 at n i : LAN À À 1.7 far 
> pretends that he can enn eg „„ 
others to pr ain wealth 

is unable to do so for himseif. 
— In a life reading in evidence in the case addrsssed 


a to D. W. Williams, of New York, New York,. the first page contains 


ia the following sentence: 


"According to accepted Astrological rules the Sun at the 
time of your birth was in the celestial sign of Virgo." 


On page sight of this same reading appears the sentence: | 
"At the tims of your birth the Sun was in Leo." 
N | This is another illustration of the care that Fontal sakan A 


* order to give each Seal ten n accurate r 
P 
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cs based upon the assumption that It was in Leo at the 


time of his birth. 
That either the trial reading or the life reading will 


Re purchaser to attain success, happiness or prosperity 
d. A statement of the characteristics of the person to 


à a they are sent and a suggestion as to lucky and unlucky days 


ae of both. It would be strange, indeed, if out 
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The pretense that either of these readings will give the 
subject information of value is false and fraudulent. 


f Mr. Postel's claim that he was a rəputable astrologer was 


82 
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a Supported at the hearing by his proud 


Kd Proto osan 


LX. a, Virginia. By a singular cotnstden he Evenir 


Times for the date of the hearing contained on the first page 


an article reading in part as follows: 


Preacher Charges Holler with Fraud. Rev. May, of 
Alexandria, has head of Oriental University Arrested. 
82 On com plaint of the Rev. J. J. Hay, pastor of Emmanuel 
His Lutheran Church, in Alexandria, Helmut P. Holler, president of the 
8 Oriental University, was arrested in that city this morning on a 
warrant sworn out by Commonwealth's Attorney Samuel G. Brent. 
On an upper floor of a building on King street, between Royal and 


. Pitt, in the city across the Potomac, in the narrow confines of 
+: two rooms, is the Oriental University. 
m In the warrant upon which President Holler was arrested, he 


is charged with the larceny of $25 from the Rev. Mr. May. That sun, 


ttt is alleged, was paid by him a few days ago to Holler to 
a course of instruction in medicine. — n 
_ His effort, however, to drink eep o F 
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Was decided to Institute proceedings against Helmut P. Holler. 
The first step was taken when hs was taken today into the police 
and held for a hearing in court tomorrow morning. 

Serious charges in connection with the issuing of diplomas 


zu he will produce in 
ade by Mr. Brent. Among the exhibits which 
* ne . is a diploma received by a man in Porto Rico, who 
ain: he did not take any course of instruction, but merely 


ad his “sheepskin” n the payment of $80. 
* fWachington (D.C.) Evening Times Feb.23, 1909.) 


= ‘In the Times of February 24, 1909, appeared an articis 
| "Degrees Dealt Out by the Wholssals”, from which it appears 


station 


th t at the hearing evidence was presented which showed that the 
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"Oriental University has been ready at all times to accommodate 
with a diploma anyone with the necessary cash who might desire 
to attach a degrse to the end of his or her nase" 


— 


the Jniwersit? in which Poster * — b 
| stoi ts “Frofsssor of Astronomy and 


Ast-oclozy”. Holler has been convicted of obtaining money under 
false pretenses. 

The point to be decided in this case is not whether it is 
possible that the things which Postel promises to de can be dons 
or whether astrology is a true science, tut whether he intends to 
do what he promises he can and will de. If he promises tc do 


things for those with whom he opens communication through the mails 
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ind that this is a scheme for obtaining money throug” 


by means of false and fraudulent pretenses, representa- 


8. promises, in violation of sections 2929 and 4041 of 
a Statutes, «as amended, and therefore recommend that 4 
Postel and the American 


| gd oreer be issued against Albert H. 


ox LF 


‘tag „„ 
Asststant ttorney General. 
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form 278. 


Yost Office Department 


OFFICE OF THE 


ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL 
Ww ~ Í 
File No. i s : 
March 19, 1909. 


Postmaster, 


New York 


1 Ine lose herewit) 
21 37 . dated 


March 1: 1900 „ 1or bidding 


f V 1 T 
111 matter and the 


payment of money orders to Albert H. Postel and the American 
Temple of Astrology, 126 West 34th Street, your city, 

the original of which, signed by the Postmaster General, has been 
_ retained on the files of this Department. 


In the enforcement of this order, please observe the follow- 


ing general regulation, published in the United States Postal 


Guide for January, 1903 (page 955, section 30), S — 
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which is covered by an official envelope. Nor do these 
orders apply to matter not under seal, such as newspapers, 
circulars, etc., unless specifically stated in the order, or 


by subsequent letter of instructions." 


Very respectfully, 


Assistant Attorney General. 


